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microFIT Project Process

Introduction

The Ontario Power Authority (“OPA”) microFIT Program is a streamlined program for very small renewable energy projects under the umbrella of the Feed-in Tariff (“FIT”) Program. 

	FIT Program 
	microFIT Program 

	Small, medium and large renewable energy projects

Generating over 10 kW of electricity
	Very small renewable power projects, such as a home or small business installation

Generating 10 kW or less


Submit an application to the Ontario Power Authority

You must apply online on the OPA website at www.powerauthority.on.ca/FIT for a microFIT contract to participate in the program. The contract guarantees that you will be paid a fixed price for the electricity produced by your renewable energy project.

To obtain a microFIT contract, your project must meet the program eligibility requirements and you must:

1. Complete an application and submit to the OPA for your microFIT project.
2. Work with Bluewater Power to get your microFIT project connected to the grid and complete necessary paperwork.
3. Accept your microFIT contract offer from the OPA. 

Connecting your project 

After you submit your microFIT application to the Ontario Power Authority, you will need to work with Bluewater Power to get your project connected to the grid. 

You should start the process by discussing connection and related costs with Bluewater Power. 

Your microFIT project can either be “directly connected” to the electricity distribution system or “indirectly connected”. 

An indirect connection is where your project is connected to an existing building that is connected to the distribution system. Bluewater Power can discuss the specifics of this connection with you.
A direct connection is where your project is connected to the grid separately from any other building. 

Steps for connecting your project 

In this section, you will learn more about the process of getting your project connected to the distribution grid. You must work closely with Bluewater Power and the Electrical Safety Authority to complete the steps required to get your project connected. Please remember the process begins with an on-line application to the Ontario Power Authority.
Step 1: Request information

Before you start the connection process, you should contact Bluewater Power and the Electrical Safety Authority to find out more about connecting your project.

Bluewater Power will inform you of metering requirements, metering configurations, typical costs, time requirements and account charges that may be applied. This will include information on:

· approval requirements 

· technical requirements 

· contractual requirements (i.e., the connection agreement) 

· the connection request. 

The Electrical Safety Authority will provide you with information about electrical safety codes and guidelines, safe installation practices and the costs associated with completing a safety inspection. This will include information about:

· choosing safe electrical equipment (e.g., equipment certifications and standards) 

· scheduling and completing a safety inspection. 

Step 2: Develop a project plan

The next step is to put together an installation plan for your project. In most cases, you will work with your installer to develop your project plan. You should discuss this plan with Bluewater Power before submitting a connection request.
The project design includes:

· type of renewable energy technology (e.g., solar PV, wind, etc.) 

· capacity of the installation in kilowatts 

· location of the project (e.g., on roof or ground) 

· size of the project in square metres 

· size and type of inverter 

· wiring layout 

· location of inverter. 

Bluewater Power will provide you with specific information about:

· service upgrade requirements 

· type of meter required 

· location of the generation meter 

· location of project disconnection point 

· connection configuration (e.g., indirect or directly connected). 

Items to include in your project timeline:

· obtaining building permits (if applicable) 

· completing a renewable energy approval (if applicable) 

· installing the project 

· scheduling and completing a safety inspection 

· installing the meter

Prepare a project plan with all the connection information and confirm that it meets the requirements of Bluewater Power and the Electrical Safety Authority.
Step 3: Submit an Application to Connect Form to Bluewater Power

Once you have completed your project plan, the next step is to submit an Application to Connect Form (#4 enclosed). Remember to include your microFIT project reference number on your Application to Connect Form.

The Application to Connect Form will require the following information about your project:

· the type of renewable energy technology 

· the nameplate capacity of the project 

· project location, including the address and generation account number with the distributor where available. 

Bluewater Power will respond to your Application to Connect Form request within 15 days and provide you with an Estimate package outlining the specific costs of connecting your project.

You will then have 30 days to accept the offer and indicate to Bluewater Power that you would like to proceed with connection. 
Step 4: Decide to proceed and install
Once you receive the Estimate package from Bluewater Power, you will need to make a final decision as to proceed with your project. You should consider all the costs associated with connecting your project, as well as any ongoing costs that will be associated with your project, including monthly account charges from Bluewater Power. 

Once you accept Bluewater Power's offer of connection costs and decide to install the project, you will need to do the following: 

· return the Connection Agreement (included in your Estimate package) and provide full payment to Bluewater Power
· begin to install your project 

· prevent delays by working closely with Bluewater Power, the Electrical Safety Authority and any other organizations from which work, inspections or approvals are required, e.g., building permit inspection 

· apply to the Electrical Safety Authority for an electrical inspection. 

Step 5: Electrical Safety Authority inspection
Within 48 hours of starting the installation work, you must complete an electrical inspection with the Electrical Safety Authority. Your project will not be connected to the grid until Bluewater Power receives a letter of authorization from the Electrical Safety Authority.

In many cases, your installer will help you arrange and prepare for the safety inspection. 

The inspection will address the following questions:

· Is the equipment approved for usage in Ontario? 

· Does the installation have the required devices to protect against short circuits and circuit overloads? 

· Does the installation have the required disconnection features? 

· Does the installation make use of an appropriate inverter system? 

· Does all wiring comply with provincial safety requirements? 

· Do all devices display the proper safety labels? 
Step 6: Finalize your connection
Once your project is installed and has passed the electrical safety inspection, you will need to finalize your connection to the grid. 

Before Bluewater Power will finalize your connection, you must provide the following to Bluewater Power:

· a letter of authorization to connect from the Electrical Safety Authority 

It is very important that the name on the connection agreement be the same legal name as used for your microFIT project. 

Once Bluewater Power has received all required documents and payments, it will respond to you to complete the meter installation.

Step 7: Accepting your OPA Contract Offer
Once you have completed the connection of your project, Bluewater Power will provide the OPA with information about your project, including the date of your connection request and the connection date of the project. The OPA will offer you a standard microFIT contract and send you a contract offer by email to your My microFIT home page after receiving the information from Bluewater Power. 
You will be required to access your My microFIT home page to view the contract. Follow the directions provided in the offer notice to review your contract offer. The contract will include:

· your legal name, if a homeowner, business or institution

· the microFIT project reference number

· your project characteristics (e.g., renewable technology, size, location)

· local distribution company information (i.e., account numbers)

· connection date

· effective date and end date of the contract

· contract price and contract payment terms

· HST information

You should review the contract carefully before accepting it. If there are any errors in the contract, please report them to the microFIT Program team. To contact the microFIT Program team, please email microFIT@powerauthority.on.ca.
If you are satisfied with the contract offer, you can accept the offer by clicking the “I Accept” button online.

Note: You must accept the contract offer within 45 business days. If you do not, the offer will be withdrawn.

a. Start date of the contract

If you accept the contract offer, your microFIT contract will be deemed to start on the connection date for your project.

Note: The connection date is the later of:

· The date of the conditional offer of contract, and

· The date your project is physically connected to the distribution system or load customer with suitable metering configurations and established generator account for the project.
b. Contract price

The conditional offer will guarantee that you will receive a microFIT contract with the price specified in the FIT price schedule at the time the conditional offer was made.

The conditional offer will expire 12 months from the time it was issued.

The FIT price schedule will be reviewed regularly, approximately every two years.
c. Payment for electricity production

After you have accepted your microFIT contract, you will begin to receive payment for each kilowatt-hour (kWh) of electricity produced from your microFIT project for the duration of the contract. You will receive contract payments monthly from Bluewater Power for the electricity produced from your microFIT project. Bluewater Power makes these payments on behalf of the OPA. These payments will be made to you according to the regular billing cycle of Bluewater Power.

Important Note: The load customer (e.g., homeowner) is responsible for paying for all electricity consumed, regardless of whether the electricity was supplied by the microFIT project or Bluewater Power.
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